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_ SEI : . With reference. to the Embessy's telegron No, U of

" C1A April 29, 1953, the Depertment is weighing the relative |

edvantagss of encoursging the settlement of the cases of the

N~ shrimp boats elong the lines proposed by Attorney Hidalzo ze

cherges msdé. In eny event, the decision must be msde by
the boat owners, but it is 1ikely thet they would be influenced
if it wvere highfy probuable that o decision to turn down the
present propossl would promote & more sdvantegeocus long-range

. settlement of their problems slong the Mexicen cozst, !

A <jj:) compared vith a vigorous defence of the koats aguinst the

ms : :
As the Lmbassy is avere, studies ere under way looking

to the formulation of proposals to the Mexican Governnment

which might te use¢ ¢s & basis for solving or minimizing

protlems arlsing in conneetion with United States shrinp fish-

ing alony the Hexicen coect, In eny such negotistions the

United States would bLe seeking certcin privileges for United

Stetes beets und weys end means involvin: zetlon by the fexican

Government to avoid misunderstandings with respeet to fishing

rights, evidence, ond so on. It &ppeers thet the chief pressure

cn the Mexican Government to agree to pricties) measures znd

proposels, would le the desire to avoild the difficultics end

cibarressment vith respect to United f tutes relutions which

have developed in comnection with non-observance by United .

States shrimp btoats of Mexlecan lavs and spesmodic cttenpts

b enforcenment of these laws, and to reduce the possibility

of stirring up support for =z tariff op quote on shrimp inports,

If this is correct, then any zction which would promote
e feeling of exborressment should increzase the possibility
of obtaining concessions from Mexico which would in turn
miniuise the possibility of its recurrence. On the other hend, -
&ny saction which vould minimize such euberressment would reduce
the pressure on the Mexicen Government to meke concessions

‘effecting
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affecting the cause of embarrassment.

From & review of the chargees sgeinst the recentily selized
fiching vesrels, it would spoeecr highly wnlikely th:t they
conld Le upheld by an objective trituacl on the basis of the
«vidence, In gener:l, the churge 1s fishing without = pernit,
wheress there 1s no contention that the Locte were olzerved
conducting fishingz operations. The liexlcan authorities rely
entirely upon circumsti:ntial evidence, such es precence within
nine miles of the cosst (end this is disputed), coupled with
the presence of shrimp in the holds of severzl boets, In
this connection it hes been mzintained on conslderable evidence
‘thet pink shrimp (the kind found in the bosts teken &t Campache)
ere csught only 2t night, whereas the bLoats were teken iato
custody during the dsy. ’

« The Department would appreeicte having the Lmbaesy's
evalustion of the possibility thit the lexlican Government
considers 1ts cuse ¢ tinst the vessels somevhet tenucus snd
for this reacon finds it desireble to compromice the finesg
end eclesr thu docket of these incidents, The Embecesgybs
comments also «re desired on the relstive advantuges of
settling the fines &¢s proposed by Attorney Hidalgo, thus
clearing the atmosphsre protebly severzl months before the
contemplcted negotiztions with lMexico (but also admitting the
guilt of the vessels), s& ageinst a vigorous defense of the
boats ageinst the cherges, supported to vwhetever extent ie
possille by the United Steates Government, with the possibility

- of settlins these coces znd tcecepiing & compromi.e sz onec of
the possible conditlons or zgreenments to be reeched in the

contemplated conference. ueeentislly this 1s & matter of
the comrerative vilue to lster negotiztions of meintoining
the pendency of cases believed enmbearrsssing to the Mexican
government s+ aguinst the poss1lility of sentsgonizing thet
Government 'y continued litigstion snd pressure on the nsees.
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